The passage itself took three years, much of it by river against the current. In the summer and fall of 1656, the group moved from Yeniseisk to the Bratsk fort, which provided shelter for the winter. In the spring of 1657 they continued in flatboats (doshchenik) up the Angara River to Lake Baikal, where Pashkov achieved the hazardous crossing by sail to the mouth of the Selenga River. 6 By the fall of 1657, the detachment had reached the now The Shilka-Neliudskii fort was quickly rebuilt on an island at the mouth of the Nerch, some five kilometers from the site of the earlier (1653) fort.
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The original walls were of sharpened, vertical logs, with four corner towers and an adjacent Church of the Resurrection. As early as 1659
the fort was referred to as "Nerchinsk" in state correspondence, although the previous names continued to be used by Pashkov himself. and by 1664 the number had dwindled to 46.12 Hunger and the difficulties in provisioning new fortified settlements over enormous distances proved major obstacles for Russian strategic moves toward the Amur River during the latter half of the seventeenth century. in view of this strategy, Russian authorities were inevitably burdened with the need for armed detachments in a strategic area with no mutually recognized borders.
As Aleksandr Artemev has written in regard to the Russian presence in Dauriia:
The tense situation, connected with constant raids by Mongol Taish tribes in the 1660s-70s on Russian forts and on local tribute subjects of the Muscovite tsar, required the regular reinforcement of the Dauriia fort garrisons with sluzhilye liudi. Despite orders from the Siberian Office concerning assistance to the Nerchinsk region (uezd), the Yakutsk and Ilim voevodas were incapable of responding because of their own dearth of people. And in the enormous Yeniseisk territory, the voevoda for the same reasons annually sent only small parties of sluzhilye liudi. In some cases, such as that of Afanasii Pashkov, courage and resourcefulness were combined with a propensity for harsh punishment in an era when such means were generally considered the only way to enforce discipline under circumstances of extreme hardship. In the popular imagination the voevodas were answerable only to God and the Tsar, but "God is on high, and the Tsar is far away." The Siberian Office exercised a system of control, especially through the Siberian "capital" of Tobolsk; but even when abuses were reported, redress frequently took two years, as couriers and investigators traversed a vast and difficult terrain.
The anger against Obukhov's misdeeds, which included numerous rapes, reached such intensity that he was killed during the uprising. goods. Furthermore, it will serve as a means for the spread of Russian influence on the population of those localities with whom we will need to enter into close acquaintance, and all this will happen peacefully, in the name of civilization and progress." 45 In reality Butin's views were ahead of his times, and Russian expansion in this area over the next three decades would prove fraught with difficult and dangerous complexities, particularly in view of growing Japanese designs in the area.
Nonetheless, Butin's vision of a new route bore some relation to the eventual path of the Russiansponsored Chinese Eastern Railway in the 1890s.
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The Butin firm also held a major interest in the Darasun gold mines, as well as others acquired along the Amur River. 47 The productivity of these works improved significantly as a result of Only the extension of the railway along the entire length of our Siberian territory can create the solid colonization of our interior provinces. Indeed, the more we remain uninvolved spectators of political and economic events taking place in the vicinity of our eastern fringes, the worse the situation of things will become for us. [A]nd as I entered the splendid ball-room and caught the full-length reflection of my figure in the largest mirror in the world, I felt like rubbing my eyes to make sure that I was awake. One does not expect to find in the wilds of Eastern Siberia, nearly 5000 miles from St. Petersburg, a superb private residence with hardwood marquetry floors, silken curtains, hangings of delicate tapestry, stained-glass windows, splendid chandeliers, soft Oriental rugs, white-and-gold furniture upholstered with satin, old Flemish paintings, marble statues, family portraits from the skilful brush of Makofski, and an extensive conservatory filled with palms, lemon-trees, and rare orchids from the tropics. Such luxury would excite no remark in a wealthy and populous European city; but in the snowy wilderness of the Trans-Baikal, 3,000 miles from the boundaryline of Europe, it comes to the unprepared traveler with the shock of a complete surprise. ... It seemed to me that I had rarely seen more evidences of wealth, refinement, and cultivated taste than were to be found within its walls. 52 Kennan, who had ample opportunity to see glittering interiors in America, could be an unsparing, acerbic critic of Russian life. His admiration of the Butin mansion, however, was unfeigned. The greatest praise was reserved for the main public rooms:
The ball-room, which was the largest room in the house, was about sixty-five feet in length by forty-five in width, and over it, in a large semicircular gallery reached by a grand stairway, there was an orchestrion, as big as a church organ, which played sixty or seventy airs and furnished music for the entertainments that the Butins, in the days of their prosperity, were accustomed to give to the people of the town. The library, which was another spacious apartment, was filled with well-selected books, newspapers, and magazines, in three or four languages, and contained also a large collection of Siberian minerals and ores.
Adjoining the house were the offices and shops where the Butins carried on the various branches of their extensive and diversified business, and where they had accumulated the wealth that the house partly represented or embodied. (Fig. 8, 9 , 10). 61 In some cases these dwellings are connected to a small store (Fig. 11) . Nerchinsk is now a dusty provincial town with a declining population of less than 16,000; yet the historic core reminds of a century in which it witnessed Anton Chekhov, George northern Russian log churches. 64 Ironically, the church's excellent state of preservation is due in no small part to its reputation as "the church of the Decembrists," a reference to the Chita exile of some two dozen participants in the failed uprising against Nicholas I in December 1825.
During the Soviet era the church was converted into a museum devoted to the Decembrists and their exile in the Chita area, a function that it maintains to this day. (Fig. 14) . 1906-12 served as the Russo-Chinese Bank.
The most distinctive feature of the Khlynovskii Building's facade was its twin cast-iron balconies (more accurately, loggias), with a dominant heraldic motif of eagle and dragons (Fig. 17) .
During the Soviet era the building's complex cornice was flattened and another story added, but the phantasmagoric ironwork still flanks a large central window, with its baroque pediment above the second story. Not all commercial buildings in Chita followed conservative eclectic styles. Chita was a young city on the frontier of Russia's future in Asia, and its commercial architecture on occasion strove to embody a sense of modernity.
The evolution of the contemporary look is evident in a row of buildings constructed for
A. E. Dukhoi between 1907 and 1911 ( Fig. 18) , with more eclectic decorative detail in the earlier buildings and a "modernized," Viennese Secession-style treatment of detail in the final building (Fig. 19) . 73 More obvious examples of the "style moderne," as modern commercial But within Chita itself, evidence of prerevolutionary Russian Orthodox architecture has survived only in photographs and documents.
Indeed, Chita's largest surviving house of worship built before the revolution is the synagogue (Fig. 32) , one of the most imposing Although its dome was removed, the monumental form of the synagogue is a testament not only (Fig. 34) . In this wellpreserved example of a Siberian mansion, turrets, domes, bay windows and decorative window surrounds suggest a western, "Victorian" influence ( Fig. 35) , rather than traditional Russian ornament in wooden architecture. Within its constricted dimensions the main facade is expressively designed with a variety of shapes, from a capacious low cupola over the main room on the left corner to a center gable to the culminating point on the right side: a steeply pitched turret above a large semicircular bay window that doubles as protection for the front door.
As of the beginning of the twenty-first century, many wooden houses remain in the historic districts of Chita, and some still preserve style moderne decorative elements (Fig. 38) . In some cases, exemplified by the G.S. Kitaevich building, log dwellings were designed for multiple apartments or rooms to meet housing needs for the town's significant transient population (Fig. 39) .
The most exuberant display of wooden ornamentalism in Chita is the M.M. Timokhovich house, built in 1910 (Fig. 40) . The capacious onestory log house was designed by its owner, an agronomist whose fascination with going to sea expressed itself in the exuberant application of decorative piscine forms along the area beneath the cornice. 77 Although the house is only a shadow of its former self, the wooden fish -large and smalland even the bubbles from their mouths have been preserved despite the turbulence of Chita's history during the twentieth century. The vivid contrast It seems inevitable that many of these relics of Siberia's architectural heritage will soon exist only in photographs. 
